
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-57 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELMONT CALLING 

A MUNICIPAL ELECTION ON A MEASURE TO MODERNIZE AND SIMPLIFY THE 

CITY'S BUSINESS LICENSE TAX PROVISIONS AND MAKE THEM FAIRER TO 

SMALL BUSINESS 

WHEREAS, the City's business license tax has not been comprehensively updated since 
1976; and, 

WHEREAS, the current business license tax is overly complicated and sorts business into 
16 categories and 25 subcategories and uses multiple methodologies to fix the rate of levy; and, 

WHEREAS, numerous categories and subcategories no longer reflect the types of 
enterprises doing business in Belmont; and, 

WHEREAS, after several months of community discussion including business forums, 
business focus groups, business surveys, and community presentations, over a hundred Belmont 
businesses agreed that Belmont's business license tax needs to be updated; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined to submit to the citizens of Belmont for 
their approval a ballot measure modernizing and simplifying the outdated business license tax, 
making the tax fairer for small businesses and ensuring that large business pay their fair share; 
and, 

WHEREAS, this measure will continue to provide funding for City services such as 
fixing potholes and repairing streets and sidewalks, keeping public areas healthy, safe and clean, 
maintaining public works staff necessary to keep street projects like Ralston A venue 
improvements and sewer projects on-time and on-budget, and maintaining parks, open spaces, 
and sports fields; and, 

WHEREAS, under the measure large new businesses coming to Belmont will contribute 
to the cost of providing City services they use and large employers already in the City will 
contribute to funding critical City services including police, emergency medical response, and 
the maintenance of local streets and roads; and, 

WHEREAS, the measure will maintain Belmont's local control over local funds for local 
needs, allowing Belmont to be self-reliant and requiring that our tax dollars are spent for 
Belmont and not taken by Sacramento; and, 

WHEREAS, the measure will support Belmont's local small businesses by updating the 
City's 48-year-old business license tax which is outdated, cumbersome, and inequitable; and, 

WHEREAS, updating our local business license ordinance will make it more transparent, 
easy to understand, equitable and fair for businesses of all sizes, especially small businesses; and, 

WHEREAS, the measure is projected to reduce the rate for approximately 63 percent of 
businesses in Belmont, benefitting small businesses; and, 
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